CONSTITUTION

NSW DISABILITY ADVOCACY NETWORK (NDAN)
Introduction
NSW Disability Advocacy Network is a coalition of independent, community based advocacy and rights-based information organisations that advocate with and for people with any disability. 

	The word advocacy in this Constitution is defined as:
"Advocacy means active promotion, support and defense of the rights, interests, needs, status and representation of people with disabilities. This work is intended to support people in asserting their rights and interests, or asserts their rights and interests with them."


Membership of the NSW Disability Advocacy Network  (NDAN)
All members are required to have a demonstrated commitment to the Vision, Mission, Aims, Values and Statements of Purpose of the NSW Disability Advocacy Network. Membership to the Network is free.
The following categories for membership shall apply:
Full Members (Voting)

Any funded or non-funded independent community based disability advocacy organisation or group in NSW whose sole purpose is advocacy and/or provision of rights-based information for people with disabilities. This includes self advocacy groups. 
Associate Membership (Non-voting)

Group

Any other funded organisation or non-funded group with a demonstrated commitment to advocacy and the empowerment of people with disabilities.

Individual

Any individual with a demonstrated commitment to advocacy and the empowerment of people with disabilities.

NSW DISABILITY ADVOCACY NETWORK 

Vision Statement
The vision of NSW Disability Advocacy Network is to be an active participant in the creation of a fully inclusive society in which people who have a disability are included as equally valued and contributing citizens.

Mission Statement
NSW Disability Advocacy Network will promote and defend the human rights, needs and valued status of people with disabilities by supporting and promoting advocacy groups, actions and initiatives.

Network Aims
NSW Disability Advocacy Network aims to:

· Strengthen and promote an effective network for the advocacy movement.

· Defend the role of advocacy.

· Promote advocacy and the rights and needs of people with a disability. 

· Build the capacity of advocates and member advocacy organisations by improving the knowledge and skills of advocates. 

· Work collaboratively with other state/territory and national disability advocacy networks.   

Statement of Operational Values
NSW Disability Advocacy Network is committed to and will operate according to the following values recognising that:

· Control by people with disabilities is central to the success of the advocacy sector. 

· Diversity of approaches to advocacy is necessary to promote and protect the rights and needs of people with disabilities.

· Responding to the diversity of needs, interests and aspirations of people with disabilities is a fundamental component of providing effective advocacy.

· Respecting the autonomy of individual member organisations.

· Its voice is greatest when it is united.

· The value of member organisations’ experience and knowledge of the needs and rights of people with disabilities.

· The role of advocacy is to promote and protect the rights, needs and interests of people with disabilities and not those of other parties, and
· Identifying and minimising conflict of interest is fundamental to the successful provision of advocacy.

STATEMENT OF PURPOSES
NSW Disability Advocacy Network's aim is to maintain an effective coalition through:

NETWORKING
NSW Disability Advocacy Network will:
Refer to member organisations and people with disabilities for direction through regular meetings and forums.

1. Provide a forum to share information and debate advocacy issues. Develop reliable communication channels.

2. Give information to members and associate organisations.

3. Recognise and support the needs of rural and regional members. Support national and international advocacy efforts.

4. Form alliances with other organisations to work on human rights and social justice issues.

EDUCATION 
NSW Disability Advocacy Network will:

1. Do research as needed.

2. Help member organisations raise community awareness of disability issues including human rights and inclusive communities.

3. Provide information about advocacy to the community. 
4. Provide advocates with education on advocacy strategies. 

PROMOTING AND DEFENDING ADVOCACY 
NSW Disability Advocacy Network will:

1. Safeguard the independence of advocacy.
2. Develop and promote NSW Disability Advocacy Network policies about advocacy to governments and decision makers.

3. Advocate for the need to increase advocacy provision and resources.
4. Seek resourcing for advocacy development activities.

5. Identify and promote effective advocacy practices. 
6. Promote effective advocacy practices.

7. Encourage diversity of advocacy and advocacy responses.

8. Identify to government gaps in advocacy provision.

NSW Disability Advocacy Network acknowledges the Victorian Disability Advocacy Network on whose constitutional model this is based. 
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